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than to attempt to reconstruct from his own memories o£
early childhood the child's thought and intent.
The study and appraisal of a child's development is an
integral part of the guidance process. These two funda-
mental steps should be followed by providing in the environ-
ment the necessary experiences and training.
GUIDANCE    OF    MOTHER    AND    CHILD
At best, child guidance is essentially family guidance. In
view of the high maternal mortality a more effective program
of prenatal guidance of mothers is clearly indicated. Guid-
ance of the mother, however, should not terminate as soon
as the baby is born. In fact, the expert supervision of
mother and child after birth is especially important for the
baby's welfare. Evidence has been obtained of the satis-
factory results obtained by the application of modern pedi-
atric knowledge to groups of children under care in free
clinics. A follow-up of a group of children, most of whom
had been under supervision in clinics for infant welfare
since birth, showed good health, low incidence of serious ill-
ness, low mortality, and absence of serious physical defects
among them. Care counts.
The most dramatic example of successful postnatal guid-
ance of infants is that of the five Dionne babies. It repre-
sents the quintessence of physical care. To this under-
privileged family in the backwoods were brought the appli-
ances of science needed to save babies' lives and to further
their optimum of physical development. An air-conditioned
incubator helped to mitigate the rigors of the world into
which they had come two months too soon. Mothers' milk
was obtained, boiled, and shipped by plane to them. The
breath of life was artificially supplied to them by means of
the Yandell Henderson oxygen-carbon-dioxide apparatus.
Quartz glass made accessible to them the ultraviolet rays
of the spring and winter sun. They were protected from
infection by taking the utmost precaution in sterilizing
everything that came in contact with them and in requiring
everyone who came near them to wear a surgical gtfwn and

